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EDITORIAL

Hello members,
How are you all surviving the lockdown? If you are like me, you are probably going a bit “stir crazy” trying to find things to keep you occupied. I find
it works best if I can keep my mind working on something, planning anything at all, as long as the brain is ticking over.
To help us all maintain our interest in native plants, I have decided to produce a shorter weekly newsletter rather than a long monthly one for the
duration of all this, who knows how long it will go on. BUT I NEED YOUR HELP! Why not tell us about your garden/favourite plant etc. Take a few
photos, write a few words about them and send it to me. I WILL DO THE REST. Linda and David Handscombe have got in first so you can read
about their garden this week, coming along very nicely.
I have been quietly working away on the Third Edition of “Plants of the Great South West”, I have a quote from Star Printing for 1500, 448 page
books, which will include an extra 115 plants photographed and described for a total of over 600 species! I have also been able to obtain some extra
funding so the we can get more books printed, most of the funding is coming from sales of the last book dutifully put aside
in a separate account come the day (soon) that we will be doing another edition. Star Printing have a new high technology
This Newsletter
printing and binding process, you will be impressed when you see it.
Last month, Joyce and I replaced the aging Laserlite roofing outside our front door, this time with clear sheeting. Does this
let in more light! See photos on page 6. We also rehabilitated the aging fern garden underneath, shifted the big Birds Nest
Fern (it hasn’t noticed yet!) and replanted with more ferns. Looks fantastic.

Group Diary See Page: 2

The Ark Garden Pages: 3/4/5
Ferns and Hoyas Page: 6

That’s it for now, please make an effort to contribute to your newsletter. We would all love to hear from you, Cheers, Kevin.

We wish to acknowledge the Maar people as the traditional owners of the land on which we live and pay our respects to their elders past and present.
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Group
GroupDiary
DiaryOfOfActivities
Activities
Apr 24th: Cathy Powers speaking on Lepidoptera (Moths)
Cancelled
Apr 25th: Evening moth trapping at Kurri Kurri - BBQ from 5.30pm
Cancelled
Apr 28th: Committee Meeting at Joan Krygger’s Cancelled

May 22nd: AGM & Gavin Prentice on Lower Glenelg RAMSAR site.
Cancelled
May 26th: Committee Meeting TBC Cancelled

June 26th: Jacqui Balazs (WCC) - Gardens For Wildlife
June 30th: Committee Meeting TBC
July 24th: Day trip to Hamilton. Garden Visits to Liz Cummins’ and
Brian and Betty Lacy’s Gardens.

From Laura Prentice (Delwp)
I’m working with ANOS
(Australasian Native Orchid
Society) to plan some orchid
surveys of areas burnt in the
recent fires. We will be going
out in spring to see if we can
find any native orchids, particularly rare ones. We can then
map them and keep an eye on
these populations.
If you or any of the APS members are interested in helping out
with this please get them to get
in touch with me and I will add
them to the volunteer list.
If you are interested Contact Laura at:
unamanna2017@gmail.com
Photo: Prasophyllum littorale

Please submit your articles for the newsletter by the end of the second week of the month
President: Dorothy Mattner Phone: 0447 676 477 dmmattner@bigpond.com Vice President: Kevin Sparrow Ph: 55626217
Secretary: Mike Halls, 127 Rooneys Rd, Warrnambool 3280 Phone: 55626519 Email: mandehalls@bigpond.com
Treasurer: John Sherwood. 26 McConnell St, Warrnambool Phone: 55628064 Email: jsher@deakin.edu.au
Newsletter Editor: Kevin Sparrow, 35 Swan Street, Warrnambool. Phone: 55626217 Email: ksparrow93@gmail.com
Public Officer: John Sherwood. APS Reps: Bob Artis, Group Historian: Joyce Sparrow. Supper Organiser: Liz Halls.
Other Committee Members: Michael Mattner, Andrew Gray, Joan Krygger
The APS Warrnambool & District holds meetings on the 4th Friday of each month at the Mozart Hall Warrnambool at 8pm.
APS Warrnambool & District is a District Group of the Australian Plants Society (Vic)
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All members are required to also be a member of APS Vic.
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GREETINGS FROM THE ARK GARDEN IN ILLOWA By Linda Handscombe
It’s been 12 months since we moved from Pomonal to our new home in Illowa (2 nd of April). Such a lot has
happened in that time. The world has become warmer, so much of Australia has burnt and the Coronavirus
has led us to seek out virtual garden tours with our friends instead of visiting them. Here is our garden tour.
We’d love to see yours.
Our 6 acre block had several plantings of trees and large shrubs in place before we moved but the house
site was a cut and fill dust bowl. Where the slope was cut into, the fascinating soil profile showed distinct
layers of topsoil, loam, tuff and 30,000 year old black volcanic scoria.
David worked hard on the north side of the house. He quickly constructed vegetable, herb and berry
gardens and mulched everything with scoria to eliminate the dust that kept blowing into the house.
On the east side of the house there was a long narrow strip with overhanging trees and the neighbour's
chook house and shedding. To give some privacy we’ve planted some quick growing Westringias and
Correas.
The new sloping garden to the south at the front of the house is supposed to be reminiscent of the display
gardens at Kings Park in WA. We’ve planted many species of daisies including Chrysocephalums,
Xerochrysums, Calocephalus, Brachyscome's, Pycnosorus, Podolepis and Rhodanthe. We’ve popped in
Correas [mostly small pulchella cultivars], dwarf Calothamnus, low Grevilleas, Scaevolas, small Myrtaceae
and Dampieras. We’ve planted anything particularly sensitive next to a boulder or a bird bath. Some
Leschenaultias, flannel flowers, Pratias, Stylidiums and Isotoma's have survived the winter and summer this
way. Their roots are more protected and they obtain a bit more water.
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GREETINGS FROM THE ARK GARDEN IN ILLOWA By Linda Handscombe
At the front gate, to the south and at the lowest point of the property, we
planted quite a few seed grown Gymea Lilies to make a statement. Then
we added lots of other colourful small to medium shrubs that had been in
stockpots including Correas, Prostantheras, Phebaliums, Acacias and
some peas. This area was all mulched with woodchips. The rabbits
moved in. They love Gymea Lilies! Everything is now guarded. David
decided to continue the mulched garden right up the driveway to the
house. He spread woodchips between groups of large shrubs and we
under planted with lots more of the same.
We could not successfully grow spectacular tropical Grevilleas at our
property in Pomonal. They hated the frost and the dry summers. We
have mass planted an area on the south of the shed with an array of
cultivars and mulched them with scoria. We’ve planted among them
some Chamelaucium megalopetalum cultivars. David ensured they were
well watered over summer and they are all really doing well now and a
couple of Grevilleas are beginning to flower.

In this garden we are trying out some display nametags that we saw at
Paul Kennedy’s garden in Colac. They’re a work in progress and there
has been no room for punctuation
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GREETINGS FROM THE ARK GARDEN IN ILLOWA By Linda Handscombe
David finally finished his Nepenthes hothouse earlier this year. He bought the kit this time last year and despite many issues with the instructions, he managed to put it up. His beautiful Nepenthes collection that had
been languishing in trees for a year, is now having the TLC is deserves. Nepenthes have been hardier than
we thought. We’ve tried housing this season’s native plant cuttings in there but initially it was way too wet
and lots of cuttings died. David has altered the watering system and they’re doing better but they’ve gone in
a bit late.
The ‘Daisy Bed’ is up and waiting to be planted out with tube stock and masses of daisy seed. Our fingers
are crossed that it will look spectacular.
And our most recent project ‘The OK Corral’, is nearly finished. It’s an igloo/fernery/nursery area all in one.
We’ll be growing all our cuttings and tube stock in there and we’ll finally be able to sort out the hundreds of
tubes that we have into what’s still to plant and what we might sell. David will tell you that it’s not actually an
igloo… it’s a cloche. In our estate, you’re not allowed to build an igloo out of your building envelope so we
built a cloche but quite a large one. ;)
Most plants seem to be doing well. Banksia spinulosa struggles a bit and every Eriostemon australasicus
has died, the hot blasts these last two
summers have upset the Proteas and
we are discovering a bit late where the
really dry spots are. But on the whole,
most things are thriving. Everything is
planted a bit close together because
there aren’t enough garden beds yet, but
it’s important to get the stock plants in
the ground and we can use them for cuttings and pull them out later.

We hope you are all well and coping with
the necessary isolation and that you’re
finding joy and distraction in your own
gardens.
We’ll see you on the other side! Feel
free to visit then.
Cheers Linda and David
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Our Collection of Ferns and Hoyas By Kevin Sparrow
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